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Some or all of the following may be used when visiting the grave of a family member or friend.  The 

month of November, especially All Saints Day and All Souls Day, is a traditional time for visiting 

graves as is the anniversary of death.   

 

Prayer: 

All make the sign of the cross.  The leader begins: 

Praise be to God our Father, who raised Jesus Christ from the dead.  Blessed be God for ever. 

 

All respond: 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

One or more of the following scripture texts may be read: 

 

We know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, we have a building from God, a 

dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven.     2 Cor 5:1 

 

I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor 

future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.    Rom 8:38-39 

 

After a time of silence, all join in prayers of intercession.  All then pray the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

The leader prays: 

Lord God, 

Whose days are without end and whose mercies beyond counting, keep us mindful that life is short 

and the hour of death unknown.  Let your Spirit guide our days on earth in the ways of holiness and 

justice that we may serve you in union with the whole church, sure in faith, strong in hope, 

perfected in love.  And when our earthly journey is ended, lead us rejoicing into your kingdom, 

where you live forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.   

May they rest in peace. 

Amen 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen. 

 

All make the sign of the cross as the leader concludes: 

 

May the peace of God, which is beyond all understanding, keep our hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 



 

November Prayers: 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our brothers and sisters.  In this life you embraced 

them with your tender love; deliver them now from every evil and bid them enter eternal rest. 

The old order has passed away:  welcome them then into paradise, where there will be no sorrow, 

no weeping nor pain, but the fullness of peace and joy with your Son and the Holy Spirit forever and 

ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen, and the evening comes, and the 

busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done.  Then in your mercy, grant 

us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at last.   (St. John Henry Newman) 

 

 

Bless the LORD, my soul; 

all my being, bless his holy name! 

Bless the LORD, my soul; 

and do not forget all his gifts, 

For as the heavens tower over the earth, 

so his mercy towers over those who fear him.d 

As far as the east is from the west, 

so far has he removed our sins from us. 

As a father has compassion on his children, 

so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him. 

For he knows how we are formed, 

remembers that we are dust.e 

As for man, his days are like the grass; 

he blossoms like a flower in the field.f 

A wind sweeps over it and it is gone; 

its place knows it no more. 

But the LORD’s mercy is from age to age, 

toward those who fear him. 

His salvation is for the children’s children 

of those who keep his covenant, 

and remember to carry out his precepts. 

Psalm 103: 1-2, 11-18 

 

 

I know that my Redeemer lives, and on that final day of days, 

 His voice shall bid me rise again:  Unending joy, unceasing praise! 

This hope I cherish in my heart:   

To stand on earth, my flesh restored, and, not a stranger but a friend,  

Behold my Savior and my Lord. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/103#23103011-d
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/103#23103014-e
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/103#23103015-f


Prayers for Mourners 

 

Lord God,  

Your are attentive to the voice of our pleading,  

Let us find in your Son 

Comfort in our sadness, 

Certainty in our doubt, 

And courage to live through this hour. 

Make our faith strong 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Lord, (name of deceased) is gone now from this earthly dwelling, and has left behind those who 

mourn his/her absence. 

Grant that we may hold his/her memory dear, 

never bitter for what we have lost 

nor in regret for the past, 

but always in hope of the eternal kingdom 

where you will bring us together again. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 


