
Family Promise Ministry Continues in Covid-Safe Mode 

 

We still need you -- our loyal congregational volunteers -- as we continue to assist families as they work 

their way out of homelessness even in these exceptionally hard times. 

 

Family Promise continues to work with families in our shelter program. We have worked out alternative 

ways to safely bring families in, support them, and monitor their progress. We have been sheltering 

families in our duplex while they find their own housing, and we leased two additional apartments for 

the same purpose, so we can serve 4 families at a time. It’s been going very well, in no small part 

because of your continued support delivering meals, donating funds, doing service projects, helping 

entertain the children, and offering moral and practical support to the families.  

 

We are giving our congregations a breather in January and February, but will resume our network 

congregation meal assistance rotation in March. Families will not stay in congregational facilities until 

there is a consensus that it’s safe to resume. Instead, volunteers provide contactless meals in non-

returnable containers to the families via coolers outside their individual apartments and provide gift 

cards for groceries. Some volunteers have included notes of encouragement delivered with the meals, 

and the families appreciate knowing others are rooting for their success. One group of volunteers even 

engaged the children in a virtual card game!  

 

Our Housing Stability Program also continues to be robust. Thanks to your donations to our Coronavirus 

Relief Fund, we have been able to pay rent and utilities for our former shelter families who are 

struggling specifically due to the pandemic. There is a government-mandated moratorium on evictions, 

but past rental payments will still be due eventually. This assistance will keep our families housed 

without that debt. But we also continue to work with families who have been through our shelter 

program as we always have, with safety protocols in place. Our Housing Stability Manager meets with 

parents virtually or by phone or outdoors to continue to help them with budgeting, good tenancy, 

navigating social services, and whatever else they need. We will soon resume virtual enrichment classes 

for our current and former guest families, and welcome volunteer help for that. We also need 

volunteers to be on call to move furniture donations into Family Promise storage or into families’ newly 

rented apartments as they leave the shelter program.  

 

If you’d like to help, please contact your congregation’s Family Promise Volunteer Coordinator, Kathy 

McDaniel, at kmcdaniel@standrewsva.org or 540-344-9814. 
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